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Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.

1 Samuel 17:1-3 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and
assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between
Sokoh and Azekah. Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley
of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. The Philistines
occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them.

1 Samuel 17:10-11 Then the Philistine said, “This day | defy the armies of Israel!
Give me a man and let us fight each other.” On hearing the Philistine’s words,
Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

1 Samuel 17:20-24 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a
shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as
the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. Israel and
the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. David left his things
with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how
they were. As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from
Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David
heard it. Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great
fear.

1 Samuel 17:26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for
the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is
this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
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1 Samuel 17:28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the
men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here?
And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? | know how
conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch
the battle.”

Our family of origin can impact our self understanding

1 Samuel 17:32-33 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this
Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to
go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he
has been a warrior from his youth.”

1 Samuel 17:42-44 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a
boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. He said to David,
“Am | a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David
by his gods. “Come here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh to the birds and the
wild animals!”

Significant mentors and leaders can impact our self understanding
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